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1960 Born in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 1965 Born in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Now, lives and works in Bishkek Now, lives and works in Bishkek
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Selected Solo Exhibitions

2007 Focus: Kasmalieva and Djumaliev. A New Silk Road: Algorithm of Survival and Hope,
The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago

2006 Gulnara Kasmalieva and Muratbek Djumaliev: Into the Future, Plus Ultra Gallery, New York
2002 LeVall Art Gallery, Novosibirsk, Russia

1999 Drawing's Return, The Gapar Aitiev Memorial Museum, Bishkek

Selected Group Exhibitions

2007 Time of the Storytellers, Narrative and Distant Gaze in Post-Soviet Art, Helsinki, Finland
2007 Progressive Nostalgia, Centre for Contemporary Art Luigi Pecci, Prato, ltaly

2007 Sharjah biennale: Still Life, Sharjah, UAE

2007 Entre Fronteras, Marco Museum of Contemporary Art, Vigo, Spain

2006 Naked Life, MOCA Taipei, Taiwan

2006 Singapore Biennale: Believe, Singapore

2006 Art from Central Asia, Centre for Contemporary Art Ujazdowski Castle, Warsaw, Poland

2006 Biennale Cuvee, World Selection of Contemporary Art, OK Centre for Contemporary Art, Linz, Austria
2005 51st Venice Biennale, Central Asian Pavilion: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan

2004 ... And Others, 1st Bishkek International Contemporary Art Exhibition, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
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Gulnara Kasmalieva and Muratbek Djumaliev's project "A New Silk Road:
Algorithm of Survival and Hope" is a reconstruction of one of the economic realities
of contemporary Kyrgyzstan.

Today, international trade, having served as the economic foundation of these
medieval cities, has become a source of survival for the population of post-Soviet
Asia. However, now it is no longer luxury items for Europe's ruling classes that are
being transported. Along the smaller Asian section of the Great Silk Road there
now only travel trucks piled high with low quality clothing from China and rusty
scrap metal going back in the opposite direction.

After the crash of the USSR this same "silk road" has become the sole means of
survival for thousands of former Soviet citizens. An avalanche of "suitcase traders"
are swamping the railway stations with their huge multi-colored checked and
plastic weave bags and these have become a colorful sign of the post—perestroika
times.

Kasmalieva's and Djumaliev's narration about the lives of those toiling along the
contemporary Silk Road sounds like an epic saga and the soft humor intrinsic to
this work stops it from being turned into a tragedy or a political pamphlet darkly
chronicling the horrors of the Third World. Although sympathizing with their
subjects the artists do not treat them as victims but as people who are putting up an
obstinate resistance to their unfriendly environment. This lack of "life quality" has
not turned life into one that is "sub-standard". The pictures shown to us by the
artists are pictures of a meaningful life, albeit with a slightly metallic after taste.
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A New Silk Road: Algorithm of Survival and Hope
Video installation
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