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Son of the East, 1995, colour print on dibond, 50 x 50 cm

Laura Bulian Gallery is please to present Figlio dell’ Est | Son of the East, the first solo exhibition in
Italy of the Kazakh artist and photographer Said Atabekov, opening on 14 May 2009.

After completing his artistic studies in Shymkent, Kazakhstan, Atabekov became a member of the “Red
Tractor” group, the first artists’ collective set up in Southern Kazakhstan after the Perestroika. Through
performances, videos and installations, the artists of the “Red Tractor” group question the archetypes of
Central Asian culture: myth, religion, pantheist rites, nature and shamanism.

National identity, the conflict between man and nature, the conflict between tradition and innovation are key
elements in Said Atabekov’s artistic output. Alternately he employs video and photography to communicate
the post-modern paradox, where the symbols of globalisation insert themselves into locations that are
extremely isolated and still firmly anchored in local tradition.

In this exhibition Laura Bulian Gallery presents the videos Walkman and Neon Paradise, which tackle
the themes of identity as a reaction to homologation and devotion to ancestral traditions, always living in
fear of losing ones roots. In Walkman (2005), a solitary vagabond wanders slowly across the boundless
steppes carrying a huge double bass. A metaphor for the artist himself, with slow and at times uncertain
steps, he heads towards progress and towards western civilisation.

In Neon Paradise (2004) the artist represents modern man who bows his head to technology; on his
knees, in a prayer-like manner, before an automatic door that opens and closes in response to his
movements: irony, according to Said Atabekov, is the only way to survive in a rapidly changing world.

The exhibition also includes the cycle La strada per Roma | The Way to Rome , Said Atabekov recalls
Marco Polo’s thirteenth century journey across Asia as far as China, and how he returned to Rome and
became a symbol of the encounter between the East and West.

Said Atabekov was born in Bes Terek, Uzbekistan, in 1965. He lives in Shymkent, Kazakhstan.
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