
 

 

 

Laura Bulian Gallery is happy to present, as a world premiere, the first solo show in an art gallery of the 

Uzbek artist Vyacheslav Akhunov (1948, Och, Kyrgyzstan), curated by Marco Scotini, to be inaugurated on 

December 11th 2013. Some of his most representative works will be on show, including the installation  

Breathe Quietly, 1976-2013, just exhibited at  55-Venice Biennale -  Central Asian Pavillon. 

Vyacheslav Akhunov is an artist, writer and philosopher, whose work comprises collages, paintings, 

installations, performances, actions and video, as well as numerous essays. From a peripheral position in 

Tashkent, his artistic production is connected to the experience of 1970s Moscow Conceptualism. 

Akhunov uses the typical iconography of the Socialist propaganda of the Soviet period subverting the 

dominant ideology through the manipulation of propagandistic images. His so-called art-chive establishes a 

social critique peculiar to the Soviet reality. In the 70's the artist wrote several essays on his art, defined by 

himself as 'social-modernism', which will be divulged for the first time during this exhibition.  

From 1974 to 1987 Akhunov realized a series of projects dedicated to the famous revolutionary leader 

Lenin, including the wide serie of drawings and collage Red Line, now on show. The artist uses many 

sources for his collages - books, art magazines, newspapers, calendars  and posters, in which the Lenin’s 

representations are inserted into minimal drawings, creating an imaginary 'political' landscape. 

Akhunov criticised the system, for example, digging out skeletons from public institutions as in Art-

Cheology, 1975-86, or placing monumental sculptures of letters  in a restricted exhibiting space creating an 

effect of suffocation,  as in Breathe Quietly, 1976-2013, the monumental installation already exhibited this 

year at 55.Venice Biennale and now on show in this gallery. 

During the Soviet Regime, being considered politically dangerous in the Socialist environment to freely 

express one’s own art and in order to protect his integrity as an artist, Akhunov chose also a new format for 

his creative output: a notebook, an autonomous artistic medium, that could easily be hidden upon 

unexpected inspections. 

Akhunov’s work has been exhibited in important museums and institutions in the world, such as:  MuHKA 

Museum, Antwerp (2010, 2013), Documenta (13), Kassel (2012), New Museum, New York (2011), Centre 

Pompidou - Musée National d´Art Moderne, Paris (2008), Philadelphia Museum of Art  and  Kiasma, Helsinki 

(2007).  



This year his  works have been on show at 55.Venice Biennale, 5th Moscow Biennale and Singapore 

Biennale. 

  

 

Vyacheslav Akhunov was born in 1948 in Och, Kyrgyzstan. He lives and works in Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
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